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To 


The  Mc'.yor  & CouncillorG  of  the  L<-:-unceoton  Borough  Council, 


Mr  Muyor  & Gentlemen^ 

I beg  to  present  ray  Aniiuul  Report  for  the  ye,„.r  1936 
rrrrnged  in  cxcorcl.nce  "uth  the  instructions  of  the  Minister 
of  Health. 

SectioUvS  C,  B,  & E h;..ve  been  compiled,  from  dc..ta  supplied 
by  your  Sr,nit...ry  Inspector. 

Ho  mention  of  Air  R.nd  Precautions  is  made  in  this 

t-ON- 

report  as  most  of  these  precautions  hn.ve  been  t.'ken  cHIJ^ng  193  9 

I ■■-  .m, 


Y our  Ob  e d i en t S e rvant ; 

. . 5>  V - 

- ( I ^ 

Medical  Officer  of  Her,lth  for 

The  Borough  of  Launceston, 


Part  Time  Officer sg-^- 


Pougl as  H . A . Galbraith  M . G . , M . R . C . S . , L . R . C . P . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  rjid 
Medic<al  Officer  infant  Welfare  Clinic 


Mrs  E.  A.  Luckes  C.M.B. j 

Hurse  to  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and 
Infant  Protection  Visitor, 

Tjime  officer 

J.P.Burford  M.lnst.M.&  Gy  .E.  ,M.  S , I . A. 

Borough.  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  "A”. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, OF  THE  AEEAi. 
Tpble_  1 . 

Area  oi  the  district  in  ncres  . 

Population  as  estimated  to  Midsummer  1938 

Furnber  of  inhabited  houses ... 

lateable  Value  ...  . 

Sum  represented  by  Id  rate.*.  ...  ... 


218-8.- 
4273  . • 
1362. 
£26,065. 
£104 . 


Taha^,_3 . 

LI3/E,.  EIPTHS . 

Tot  al ...  ...”  '”37  . '30 . 

Legitimate ...  35.  28. 

II 1 e gi t imat  e , . 2 . 2 . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  =15o67 


srai^  BlimiS. 


aotcil ...  ...  .0. 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

Illegitimate . . ... 

Still  Bi  r th  R,  at  e p er  1,000  "U  ot  al 


• • • 

live 


1.  3. 

1.  3. 

and  still  births  =^56. 33 


DEATIIS. 


Mada;-3.  Female . Total . 
31,  26.  57. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  resident  population  = 13,33. 

Deaths  from_Puerperal_Cau^^  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Death  Eate^  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  agea- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,, . ,,.  ...  =14.82 

legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  =15.87' 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil, 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) ...  9. 

" " Mealses  (all  a.ges) *..  1. 

" " Whopping  Cough  (all  ages)-.  ...  Nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil-. 


II 


11 


Comparative  Rates 


Live  Births,  rate  per  1,000  total  population, 

Lpnncest  on , Corn'.. -all , _ England  & ¥al e s . 


15.67 

13 . 13 

15.10 

Still  Births  per  1,000  Pop' 

n 0.  93 

0.54 

0.60 

Total  Deaths  under  1 year 

per  1,000  live  births 

14.62 

50.16 

53.0 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 
per  1,000  live  births 

Hil. 

1.46 

5.5. 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

per  1,000  pop 'n 

13.33 

13 . 95 

11.6, 

" Mealses  = = - 

0.23 

0.019 

004 

" Enteric  " " " 

0.00 

0.00  ' 

0.00 

" Scarlet  Pever'.'  " 

0,00 

0.009 

0.01 

" whooping  Gough  " 

0.03  9 

0.03 

" Diphtheria"  " " 

0.00 

0 . 02  9 

0.07 

" Influenza  " " " 

0.23 

0.15 

0.11 

" Violence  " " " 

0.23 

0.54 

I-Tat  e rnal  Mo r t al i t y per  1,000  live 

births 

Nil. 

4.74 

2. 97 

Birth  Rate. 

Th'e  Birth  Rate  in  La.unceston  ;;as  15.67  for  193£.  This  is 
a satisfactory  increase  over  the  rate  for  1937,  v.hich  was  13.06 
and  it  also  compares  very  favourably  v/ith  the  rate  for  England 
and  "tales  for  1938  'v/hich  was  15.10 

’’The’  estimated  population  for  the  Borough  shows  a slight' 
decrease  on  that  for  1937  being  4,E73  for  1936  as  against  4, .787 
for  1937, 


Density;, 

■'  •'rppg  clensity  of  population  per  acre  was  0.51  persons  per 
anre . This  figure 'is  a.  little  more  than  the  density  for  the 
County  an  a,  v.liole. 

Infant  Mortality, 

'"The”Tnfant  Mortality  rate  'was  14^::62  per  1,000  live  births. 
This  is  very  satisfactory  v.'hen  compared  v/ith  , 50. 16  for  Cornwall 
and  53.0  for  England  & \{:2.es. 


Le gth  Rate , 

The^  Death  Rate,  13.33  is  less  than  that  of 
a v?hole  . ( 13 . 95 . ) 

The  chief  canses  of  death  at  all  ages  were 
Diseases  of  Heart  & Blood  Vessels...  ... 

0 a n oer  ...  ...  ...  .«.  ...  ... 

Respiratory  Diser.se.  ...  

01 d Rge  .o.  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Tuberculosis  ...  . 

Violence ..  ...  . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Diseases  of  Kidneys  etc 

Congenita,!  Debility  , ... 

Iniluenza, . . ...  . ...  ...  ...  ... 


Cornv/all 


12. 

9. 

7. 

3; 

2. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 


taken  as 


SECTION 

C-EITEE^.__PP.pyiSipN„  OP..  HEALTH  SEI^ 

I.  (1)  The  neiiiee  end  cj.iuilificr.tions  of  the  pahlic  Her.lth  Officers 

o,ro  given  on  the  first  pnge  of  this  report . Strictly 
sper.hinj;,,  the  r.ppointnents  of  rayself  ns  infnnt  Welfnre 
Hedicr.l  Officer  end  of  Nurse  Luckes  as  infant  T/ el  fare  iqsB 
Nurse  should"  not  he  put  in  on  these  appointments  now  come 
imder  the  Councyt  Council, 

(2)  (a)  There  me  no  Laboratory  Facilities  provided  in  the  ' 

area, 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  Launceston  Detachmient  of 
tlie’  British  Red/  Cross  Society  and  the  Launceston 
Division  of  the  St  John's  Ambulance  Association 
continue  to  give  efficient  and  enthusiastic  service. 
There  are  ta;o  motor  ambulances  maintained  by  the  St 
J ohn  ' s 3r i g-  xT  e . 

(c) N-arsing  iu_  the_  Home__j_  The  services  rendered  by  Nurse 
TuckesV' a/s’ Mat  emit  y rnd  Child  welfare  Nurse  and  by 
Nurse  Knov.-les  as  District  Nurse  continue  most  sskzsz- 
satisfactory. 

( d) Hosaitals . The  removal  of  the  Launceston  Hospital  to 
it's  nev;  premises  has  proved  hov  necessary  was  the 
extra  accomraodation.  The  Hospital  has  been  filled 

to  capacity  several  times  during  the  year. 

(e ) Treatment__  Centres^  and.  Clinic s_^  The  Child  -''elf are 
Clinic’  (now  under  the^  cbunt"y^  Council)  continues  to 
be  v’ell  attended  as  does  also  the ' Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

II.  No  report  is  due  from  me  on  this  section, 

III.  Maternity  and  Child,  pel  fare..  Under  the  County  Council, 

Institutional  provision  for  Mothers.  J.  Children. 

There’  is’  no*  such  provisi  n in 'this*  aretr,"’  " 

Health  yisitors_  and.  Child.  Life,  prot.ection, 

’""’There'  ir:s  'been  ho  'clt’e’rat’i'oh' i'lh 'these  services. 

Arrangements,  foip  Dental Plthourndic  etc  Pj'-sys  . 

' * ’ Tlier'e  are  n'o  facilities  'o’th’er' ih'a’n’'~uhder  the’’  public 
Assistance  CoL.imittee  for  Dental  Treatrrent , Orthopaedic 
Cases  are  dealt  v/ibh  at  the  Clinic  in  Uooda  Road  under 
the  Devonian  Association  for  Cripples'  Aid, 


SECT.I.ON  /'C.l.  SillpI.T A_FY  . C.IRGUI'ISTMCES.  . OF,  T.HE,  , AP.Eji._ 

I.  (l)  _Mat.er.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  sources  of 
'supply  during  19oL,  As  usual  the  quality  has  been 
controlled  by  bi--rnnual  br.ct  eriologmcal  examinations . 

(a)  Reoort  on  sam  he  t r.ken  on  rlst  July  i..3b:- 

Ka.  ■ 

Total  iiwAber  of  organisms  growing  on  Agar  at  IIP  C 

Total  nuiiiber  growing  on  Agar  r,t  Blood  Heat  = less  than  1 

per  m.l . 

Nuiaber  of  Goli  Aerogenes  Banteria  i.ld  m.l  = None, 

"These  are  satisfantory  results:  There  is  no  evidence 
0 f rny  p o]. lut ion." 


i 
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SE CT IO|L  " CJ^ , J conto,. ) 

I.  (l)  (b)  Report  on  Scjnnle  t<:Jien  on  ;3rd  November 

Eotr.l  number  ot  oiuunisras  {Tio  .'inp;  on  nt  ’ c ~ 

7 per  m^l-. 

Totr.l  number  gro'  inr  on  rg-r  :,t  Blood  Her.t  = leS  thr_n 

1 per  m^l, 

Eumber  of  Coli  Aerogenes  p'ct eriu  per  i O m.l.  = Bone. 

"Theoe  -.re  sutisf rot ory  results:  there  i.o  no  evidence  of 
rny  pollution.^' 

(iij  pr-  hnoge  on.d_  Sey.-crr.ge . The  drrhns  to  16  nev;  houses  hove 
been'  tested'  und’  xolmd  to  be  sutisf uctory.  14-  of  these 
hove  been  connected  to  the  TO'.^n  Sever  end  <:  to  Cesspits, 
One  pj’ivy  hr.s  been  converted  to  the  ’luter-c-rfir.ge 
system, 

3.  Rivers  rnd  Streoms_^  Bo  complaints  hj.ve  been  received  on 
these  during  the  ye.  r. 


3. 


(i)  Closeyt  AcGom:iiLOdr,tion_j_; -These  li  ve  been  increo.sed  during  tlB 
yeor  from  16-0  to  1637, 

(ii_)  Public  Cl  eons  ill:  There  h;',s  been  no  chvnre  in  tliis  during 


she  ye nr. 

(iii)  Sonitrrpv  irgspecpipn  of  ph.p.  .AlPf m 

Bui's riices , ilo  foiiau'l  cbmpl’uints  received. 

B,  Puinigptioii,  One  house  rnd  t\-o  rooms  mere  fumigrted 

C.  C'ov'sh'e'd  s'/  There  .'re  30  registered  covf?:espers , 

D,  p'ri'ri'’e3’.'  These  hr.ve  been  inspected  rnd  found  to  ns 

s---.tisf  .'.ctory, 

E.  Sj/L .urht  er  llpuse s , T.here  ore  5 rs  r.grinst  7 l.Jist 

yer,'rV  Th'e'se'  h.. .v'e  been  ins  rcted  ind  found  to  be 
kept  in  .r  s.rtisf r.ctory  condition. 

(iv)  Shens  : nd  Off  iff  P-  T-'iese  h,  ve  been  inspected  from  time 

^ Vo'  t'ime’  ' iV  ’foluid  to  be  kept  in  r.  srnit.rr^?'  cendition. 


(v)  Ormpinp.^  Sites . Fil, 

(vi)  Smoke'  Abp.tem'ent . po  complrints  hrve  been  received. 

(vii)  SvimiiV,  'gr?G’hs_,_  There  me  tvo  open  ;iir  brths  in  the  rfer. 
’ ’ 'Both  'r.'r’e'  'p’rivr.tely  oined  rnd  me  oien  to  the  prblic. 

There  .hrs  been  no  chrnge  since  l.-'.st  xynzr:;:  yem. 

(viii)  Err.dic.rtion  ofy  J3ed^  _bmg_s.  There  hr.ve  be-;n  neither 
’ cbVV'^'-inf 's’ hbV  sigh's  of  infestrtion  by  bed  bugs. 


4.  Schools,  These  r,  y)em  sntisf r.ctory . Cuses  of  infectious 
’’'di’oerTse  vhich  come  to  fie  notice  ox  the  terchers  me 

reported  to  the  Id.O.II,  Closure  of  schools  is  only  done  on 
the  .-luthorit^^  of  the  County  I'ledic.-. ,1  Officer , 


^CTIOF^.  ViVVIlV* 

1.  Ins-'ection  of  d’-'elling  houses  during  the  ye  r, 

(l)  (u)  Totr.l  number  of  dvelling  houses  inspected  •' 

for  housing  defects  70-. 

(b)  Fumber  of  inspections  nude  for  this  purpose..  33. 

(-)  (c,)  Fumber  of  duelling  houses  (included  under  sub -herd  (l) 
nbove)  '.hi oh  were  inspected  rnd  recorded  under  the 
Mhimmx  H^iusing  Consolidr.t ed  Regulations  1625  Al-632.  Fil. 
(b)  Inspections  n:.de  for  r.bove  purpose  • = Fil. 

(3)  Fumber  cf  dvelling  house  fornc  unfit  fox  hiui'n 

h • : b i t .~.t  1'  on  = Fil. 

(4)  Fumber  of  dvelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-Jis  d)  found  not  to  be  in  r.ll 
respects  rer.sonibl^;  fit  for  hui.r  n hr.bitr.tion,  = 10. 

3^  Remedy^  of  Defects  durir.g  the  yerr  - iGhour,  service  of  formr.l 
notices 


Fumber  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  iiiforrirl  rcrion  =10. 


ipiL . suPEr visiolt  qt’  t-ood. 

(r.)  .-Ij*  •“  noteo.  in  Section "C"  nil  the  dnirieo  in 

*fclie"r'.r8r:  hr.ve  been  insoected  rn.d  ioujicT  to  be  sntisfnctor^r, 

(b)  Ment  rnd  Other  EpppSj._  lEe  SI  might  er  Houses  hnve  boon 
' ’ kent'  sr.tisTnc'tbriiy  during  the  yeo.r. 

Cure  ises  in_sp_ecigep_  nnd  ConcleLined^, 


Killed , 

Condemned 

Cattle. 

561 , 

lit,' 

Calves . 

13i, 

1, 

Sheep  h Lambs, 

15,13  i.' 

a > 

Pigs, 

_L  0 , 0 3 o , 

a A 

w .1.  • 

SECTION  ’h’",  PREVILEHGS  OP  £NE  COHTE.OL  OVER  IliFPClIQHS  AhP 
' OTHER  DISEASES 

The  tornl  nuDiber  of  C‘-;.-;es  notilied  \::.s  the  s- me  ns  for  Inst  yecr. 
There  vere  11  enses  of  Pneumonin;  P enses  ox  pulnonnry  TuberciilDsis 
1 ense  of  Er^rsipelas  mcl  1 ense  of  0 ;'htnlmi.:,  Heonniorum. 

ITO  cases  of  Sncrlet  Pever,  Puerpernl  Pever  or  ■piphtherin  Hrzznzi 

v/ere  notified. 


Ts.ble  of  Not  if  ientions  et  c . 


[{^iDerculpsip , 

As  noted  in 'the  Table  above  h cases  of  .'iilmonary  Tuberculosis 
rere  notified.  Both  these  cases  r/ere  tmisf erred  to  Tehidy  mid 
both  vere  eventually  sent  home.  One  case  fully  recovered  but  the 
other  '•■’ied  later  at  home. 


